Ngie (Momo)- The highly-encinved
Naie aron in Momo Division easily gets
{nwiy with another ugly side & the faiss
ol epllepsy in the Norih West Provinee,
"he 50 kilometrs: stretch of rogged mid
that sepsrates Bamenda from Neie
maked mratiers worse with oaly foor -
wihite] Uirive cars proscribed for anything
but comformile joumey. Anvthing short
resulis in passenpers rekking and pu-
shing thi cirs om the hilly stretches. On
thie spat in Neie, the land of His High-
fiess Fon Atughat épileptic endemic ix
lurgeely blumed on il will, supernaturil
forees anid witcherail.

1wt homible scone recently. when o
team of Canadfisn Researchers {Lrene EL-

the mugnitude of the discise that hes in-
fliied scors on virtually =11 the house-
holds in Ngie, Some of the patients dol-
lapsed ut regular intervali, within' fwo
hiotrs about 10 people went epileptic.
According to s reseafich cirried out by
the Associstion of Orphos and the Disa-
bled, ASODI, Teze MNgie, oul of 2 popi-
lation al about 55000 1o 60000, more
thum 40 percent of the people of Npie
Sub Division are affected with epilepsy.
“Ihe research ilso revesls that the sitia-
tiet i Mgle appenrs Lo be on carly child-
hood anset soimure disorder which lasts
it adult hood.

Againgt this buckdrop, the researchers,
in collshoratian with ASOD] were in
| some ‘villages in Ngietn ger fiest hund

information an-the sitmtion. After wor-

| ! Tuse villope, Woie Sub TN vition.,
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| North West
Ngie Taken Hostage By Epilepsy

king with epilepsy potienits for mere fhuo

20 years, frene Eliott, a-nuise conld, nal |

bie indifferent with the high mifiber of
epileptic potients she saw.

For the past fow years, ASODI headed
by Adnbanibe Jerome Akeneck, o dlate
registered nurse hax assembled over 600
patients in Ngie, Availible documents
alko-reveal that, theee are 300 epilepsy
patients in Njikws Sub Division, 400 in
Widiktim, 150 in Mbengwi Central This
nimber represents only & fraction of e
number of cases a8 the increase rule
stamils at five o A0 new cises permath,
S far, ASOD) in collaboration with the
Cunadign researchers haS been sup-
plying Phénoharbiial to theose patiengs in

ot a5 Miiry Detiglhs), Wert st Tip™ -Mome: Bvision: The dag is said 10 help

caitm the spizures: Conscouently, 7 stiii-
ficant. number: of palients in Ngie were
fiourid 1o be Phenobmrbitil responsive.

Althouzh there mre et to be estebiished
citses, rene Blliot explained that the
casc in Ngie can be sitributed to tape
worms from ples. She said pork 8 2 host
of mpe wormi and when poorly cooked
the worm stays live and when consu-
med, it gots-to the brain and provokes
electricul movements which lead 1o sl

gures, However, 15 & préventive measo- |
re. she-advised the people al Ngie 16 pre- |

pere pork forat Jeast two hours before
cansumplion, keep pig fences far awiy
from bomies and abide by good hygiens
ritles.
According to the District hedd. of the
Mbengwi Districi Hospital, Dr Henry
7 - Ajebmoh more
Rl (han 41 perceni af
48 childeen horn un-
der poor conditiomi
and traditionul bir-
th Attendant [THA)
in Mgie am cpilep-
tic. He sabd this 4
bechuye most of
the children Horn
under such condi-
tions suffer ffom
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